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October 18, 2016

The Maine Forest Service has surveyed for Browntail Moth for decades and alerted towns when populations are high enough to impact residents. In the past two years there has been a dramatic increase in the browntail population. This letter is to forewarn towns that we believe will feel the effects of this insect in 2017 and allow towns and property owners time to survey their land and decide if they need to take against the BTM.

For the second year in a row there was enough late-summer damage to the leaves, particularly Sagadahoc County, that it could be mapped from the air (see attached map).  The late summer defoliation indicates that populations are very high in those areas. The towns affected include parts of Arrowsic, Bowdoin, Bath, Bowdoinham, Phippsburg, Richmond, Topsham, West Bath, Woolwich (Sagadahoc County), Brunswick, Cumberland, Freeport, Harpswell, Yarmouth (Cumberland County). 

For those who are unfamiliar with browntail, the hairs of the larvae cause a rash similar to poison ivy and can also cause respiratory distress in sensitive individuals. The hairs persist for a number of years and can continue to cause problems when mowing, raking or other activities that stir up the hairs. The caterpillars eat the leaves of oak, apple and other hardwood trees from May to early July and can cause branch dieback and may eventually kill the tree.

Browntail moth adults fly in July and lay their eggs on host trees. The eggs hatch in August and tiny -1/8” - caterpillars eat by skeletonizing the underside of leaves before they make overwintering webs. 

Below is a link to the Maine Forest Service Browntail Moth website with more information including:
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/forest_health/invasive_threats/browntail_moth_info.htm
· Description of the browntail and how to control it
· What the overwintering webs look like
· A list of Licensed Pesticide Applicators for landowners to contact this winter about potential control work in the spring
· 
Additional information on State Law specific to browntail
· Towns can declare browntail a public health nuisance 
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/22/title22sec1444.html
· browntail control near tidal waters
http://legislature.maine.gov/ros/LOM/LOM122nd/15Pub551-600/Pub551-600-02.htm

Some affected towns have begun to take action to assist their residents in dealing with browntail. In 2016 the Town of Cumberland treated Route 88 with ground equipment. The Town of Bowdoinham has formed a committee to look into how the Town can protect public properties including schools and balls fields and support property owners. The Towns of Bowdoinham, Brunswick and Freeport have held informational sessions to inform residents of the issues surrounding the browntail moth outbreak and potential actions and precautions they can take. Some towns have browntail information posted on their websites and/or town newsletters.



The following is a list of some of the actions a town can undertake:

· Post browntail information - in town office, library, on website, in newsletter
· Host an informational session on browntail - libraries, garden clubs, conservation committees can organize
· Declare browntail a public health nuisance - allows towns more flexibility in treatment options
· Form a browntail committee – to research the issue and advise town officials
· Assist in coordinating browntail control for property owners
· Treat public properties, coordinate with school district to treat school properties and playing fields

The Maine Forest Service is working with 
· the Vector Borne Working Group on the health effects of browntail and developing information on this aspect of the outbreak
· Pesticide Control on control options
· The University of Maine looking at additional control possibilities
· individual Licensed Pesticide Applicators who are exploring novel approaches to control

Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or would like to address a group in your town.


Sincerely,


Charlene Donahue
Forest Entomologist
Maine Forest Service, ACF
charlene.donahue@maine.gov


This map is a draft and does not show what areas are generally infested and what ones have more localized populations.[image: ]
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