Marine Resources Committee meeting May 26, 2015

Members present
Justin Farmer
Michael Bernier
Weston Watts
Jeff Conant

John Gormley

Also present

Deputy Sheriff George Bradbury

Rosalind Knight, town clerk

Jim Hayes, harbor master

Darcie Couture, marine resources coordinator
Chad Coftin

State Senator Stan Gerzofsky

Harvesters
Robert Anderson
Nye Richardson
Wendell Cressey
Gene Graffam IV
Gene Bergeron
Paul Murray III

Meeting convened at 19:10, Justin Farmer presiding

» Approved minutes of April 28 meeting

» Approved terms of conservation requirement: Harvesters who fail to
perform two conservations days shall have to pay a fee of $400 to
renew their licenses. (Harvesters who miss one of the two days will
have to pay the full $400 fee). Harvesters will also still be required to



attend two meetings of the Marine Resources Committee annually in
order to be eligible to renew their licenses.

» Committee discussed issue of state making closed areas eligible of
removal of clams for depuration. Darcy Couture, marine resources
coordinator, explained that while the state had the authority to open
areas for depuration operations, the state would not take such action if
a town notified that state that it had a plan in place to address water
quality issues. The committee then instructed Couture to notify the
state that the town did in fact have a plan in place.

« Committee reviewed proposed changes by the state of closed and
seasonally restricted areas. The committee is considering conservation
closures for some of the newly opened areas. No decision was
reached. Committee to continue its discussion at the June meeting.

Meeting adjourned 20:24

Submitted by John Gormley
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