Town of Harpswell
Planning Office
P.O. Box 39
Harpswell, ME 04079

Memorandum
Updates to the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and Definitions Addendum

Date: April 1, 2025
From: Margaret Mclntire, Interim Town Planner

At Town Meeting on March 22, 2025, the residents of Harpswell voted to approve
amendments to the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance (SLZO) and the Definitions Addendum
(DA). The edits were recommended by the Maine Department of Environmental
Protection. The changes can be summarized as:
e The upland edge of a coastal wetland is now measured from the highest
astronomical tide instead of the highest annual tide. Harpswell uses the Portland,
Maine datum for determining the Highest Astronomical Tide, which is established
by the National Ocean Service.
e Reuvision in Section 13.1 — Resource Protection
o #2 previously read: “areas within the Shoreland Zone that are also within
the V-zone of the one hundred year floodplain.”
o #2 now reads: “areas within the Shoreland Zone that are also within the
one hundred year floodplain”
e The partial definition of freshwater wetland was removed from Section 3 of the
SLZO. It can now be found in the DA under Wetland — Freshwater Wetlands.

Please contact the office if you have any questions about the revisions.
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