
15.15. CLEARING OR REMOVAL OF VEGETATION FOR ACTIVITIES OTHER THAN 
TIMBER HARVESTING  

The standards of this section apply to any clearing or cutting of vegetation. A permit from the Code 
Enforcement Officer is required for certain activities in accordance with Section 15.15.7.  

15.15.1. In a Resource Protection District the cutting or removal of vegetation shall be limited to 
that which is necessary for uses expressly authorized in that district.  

15.15.2. Except in areas described in Section 15.15.1 and except to allow for the development of 
permitted uses, within a strip of land extending seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, from the 
normal high water line of a stream, tributary stream, HAT of the coastal wetland or the upland edge of a 
freshwater wetland described in Section 3 of this Ordinance, a buffer strip of vegetation shall be 
preserved as follows:  

15.15.2.1. There shall be no cleared opening greater than two hundred fifty (250) square feet in 
the forest canopy (or existing woody vegetation if a forested canopy is not present) as measured from 
the outer limits of the tree crown. However, a single footpath not to exceed six (6) feet in width as 
measured between tree trunks, and/or shrub stems is 39 permitted for access to the shoreline provided 
that a cleared line of sight to the water through the buffer is not created.  

15.15.2.2. Selective cutting of trees within the buffer strip is allowed provided that a well 
distributed stand of trees and other natural vegetation, including existing ground cover, shall be 
maintained. For the purposes of this section a "well-distributed stand of trees” adjacent to a water 
body, tributary stream, or a wetland described in Section 3 of this Ordinance, shall be defined as 
maintaining a rating score of sixteen (16) or more in any twenty-five (25) by fifty (50) foot square area 
(1,250 square feet) as determined by the following rating system:  

Diameter of Tree at 4-1/2 feet Above Ground Level (inches)  Points  

2 - < 4”     1 

4 - < 8”     2 

8 - < 12”    4 

12” or greater    8 

 The following shall govern in applying the point system: 

15.15.2.2.1. The twenty-five (25) foot by fifty (50) foot rectangular plots must be established 
where the landowner or lessee proposes clearing within the required buffer;  

15.15.2.2.2. Each successive plot must be adjacent to, but not overlap a previous plot;  

15.15.2.2.3. Any plot not containing the required points must have no vegetation removed 
except as otherwise allowed by this Ordinance;  

15.15.2.2.4. Any plot containing the required points may have vegetation removed down to the 
minimum points required or as otherwise allowed by this Ordinance;  



15.15.2.2.5. Where conditions permit, no more than fifty percent (50%) of the points on any 
twenty-five (25) foot by fifty (50) foot rectangular area may consist of trees greater than twelve (12) 
inches in diameter.  

For the purposes of Section 15.15.2.2, “other natural vegetation” is defined as retaining existing 
vegetation under three (3) feet in height and other ground cover and retaining at least five (5) saplings 
less than two (2) inches in diameter at four and one half (4 ½) feet above ground level for each twenty-
five (25) foot by fifty (50) foot rectangle area. If five (5) saplings do not exist, no woody stems less than 
two (2) inches in diameter can be removed until five (5) saplings have been recruited into the plot.  

Notwithstanding the above provisions, no more than forty percent (40%) of the total volume of 
trees four (4) inches or more in diameter, measured at four and one half (4- 1/2) feet above ground level 
may be removed in any ten (10) year period.  

In order to protect water quality and wildlife habitat, existing vegetation under three (3) feet in 
height and other ground cover, including leaf litter and the forest duff layer, shall 40 not be cut, 
covered, or removed, except to provide for a footpath or other permitted uses as described in this 
section.  

Pruning of dead tree branches on the bottom one-third (1/3) of trees is permitted.  

In order to maintain a buffer strip of vegetation, when the removal of storm-damaged, dead or 
hazard trees results in the creation of cleared openings, these openings shall be replanted with native 
tree species in accordance with 15.25 unless existing new tree growth is present.  

In order to maintain the vegetation in the shoreline buffer, clearing or removal of vegetation for 
allowed activities including associated construction and related equipment operation within or outside 
the shoreline buffer must comply with the requirements of 15.15.2.  

15.15.3. At distance greater than seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, from the maximum 
high water line of a stream, tributary stream, the HAT of the coastal wetland or the upland edge of a 
freshwater wetland described in Section 3 of this Ordinance, there shall be permitted on any lot, in any 
ten (10) year period, selective cutting of not more than forty percent (40%) of the volume of trees four 
(4) inches or more in diameter, measured four and one half (4-1/2) feet above ground level. Tree 
removal in conjunction with the development of permitted uses shall be included in the forty percent 
(40%) calculation. For the purposes of these standards volume may be considered to be equivalent to 
basal area. 

In no event shall cleared opening for development, including but not limited to, principal and 
accessory structures, driveways and sewage disposal areas, exceed in the aggregate, twenty-five percent 
(25%) of the lot area or ten thousand (10,000) square feet, whichever is greater, including land 
previously developed. This provision applies to the portion of the lot within the shoreland zone, 
including the buffer area but shall not apply to the Commercial Fisheries I and II Districts and Shoreland 
Business District when for a commercial use. 

15.15.4. Cleared openings legally in existence on the effective date of this ordinance may be 
maintained, but shall not be enlarged, except as permitted by this ordinance.  



15.15.5. Fields which have reverted to primarily shrubs, trees, or other woody vegetation shall 
be regulated under the provisions of this section.  

15.15.6. The clearing or removal of vegetation in the Commercial Fishing I and II Districts within 
the buffer strip may be allowed, provided that the clearing or removal of vegetation is necessary for a 
principal commercial fishing use located on the parcel and the primary income for the landowner or 
lessee is derived from the same principal commercial fishing use.  

15.15.7. Prior to commencing any of the following clearing or cutting activities except for the 
removal of hazard storm-damaged or dead trees in accordance with 15.25 the property owner or 
her/his representative shall obtain a permit from the Code Enforcement Officer in accordance with 
15.15.8.   

15.15.7.1. The cutting or removal of vegetation in a Resource Protection District except that 
which is necessary for uses expressly authorized in that district.  

15.15.7.2. The cutting or clearing of any trees two (2) inches or more in diameter, measured at 
four and one half (4-1/2) feet above ground level within a strip of land extending seventy-five (75) feet, 
horizontal distance, from the normal high water line of a stream, tributary stream, HAP of the coastal 
wetland or the upland edge of a freshwater wetland described in Section 3 of this Ordinance.  

15.15.7.3. The cutting or clearing of any trees four (4) inches or more in diameter, measured at 
four and one half (4-1/2) feet above ground level in the area extending more than seventy-five (75) feet, 
horizontal distance, from the normal high water line of a stream, tributary stream, HAT of the coastal 
wetland or the upland edge of a freshwater wetland described in Section 3 of this Ordinance.  

15.15.8. The application for a permit shall contain the following information:  

15.15.8.1. Name of the owner of the property and any professionals or contractors involved in 
the activity and contact information  

15.15.8.2. The Map and Lot number and street address of the parcel.  

15.15.8.3. A plan of the parcel identifying the locations of the clearing or cutting. The areas 
depicted on the plan must be clearly identified on the ground and all trees to be removed must be 
flagged or otherwise clearly identified.  

15.15.8.4. If cutting of any trees two (2) inches or more in diameter, measured at four and one 
half (4-1/2) feet above ground level within the seventy-five (75) foot buffer strip is proposed, an analysis 
of how the cutting or other removal will comply with the provisions of 15.15.2.  

15.15.8.5. If cutting of any trees four (4) inches or more in diameter, measured at four and one 
half (4-1/2) feet above ground level beyond the seventy-five (75) foot buffer strip is proposed, an 
analysis of how the cutting or other removal will comply with the provisions of 15.15.3. This shall include 
information of any other cutting or clearing with the prior ten (10) years, the current volume or basal 
area of trees on the lot, and the percentage of that area proposed to be cut or otherwise removed. 

 

 



15.25 HAZARD TREES, STORM-DAMAGED TREES, AND DEAD TREE REMOVAL  

15.25.1. Hazard trees in the shoreland zone may be removed without a permit after 
consultation with the Code Enforcement Officer if the following requirements are met:  

15.25.1.1. Within the shoreline buffer, if the removal of a hazard tree results in a cleared 
opening in the tree canopy greater than two hundred and fifty (250) square feet, replacement with 
native tree species is required, unless there is new tree growth already present. New tree growth must 
be as near as practicable to where the hazard tree was removed and be at least two (2) inches in 
diameter, measured at four and one half (4.5) feet above the ground level. If new growth is not present, 
then replacement trees shall consist of native species and be at least four (4) feet in height, and be no 
less than two (2) inches in diameter. Stumps may not be removed.  

15.25.1.2. Outside of the shoreline buffer, when the removal of hazard trees exceeds forty (40) 
percent of the volume of trees four (4) inches or more in diameter, measured at four and one half (4.5) 
feet above ground level in any ten (10) year period, and/or results in cleared openings exceeding 
twenty-five percent (25%) of the lot area within the shoreland zone, or ten thousand (10,000) square 
feet, whichever is greater, replacement with native tree species is required, unless there is new tree 
growth already present. New tree growth must be as near as practicable to where the hazard tree was 
removed and be at least two (2) inches in diameter, measured at four and one half (4.5) feet above the 
ground level. If new growth is not present, then replacement trees shall consist of native species and be 
at least two (2) inches in diameter, measured at four and one half (4.5) feet above the ground level.  

15.25.1.3. The removal of standing dead trees, resulting from natural causes, is permissible 
without the need for replanting or a permit, as long as the removal does not result in the creation of 
new lawn areas, or other permanently cleared areas, and stumps are not removed. For the purposes of 
this provision dead trees are those trees that contain no foliage during the growing season.  

15.25.1.4. The Code Enforcement Officer may require the property owner to submit an 
evaluation from a licensed forester or arborist before any hazard tree can be removed within the 
shoreland zone.  

15.25.1.5. The Code Enforcement Officer may require more than a one–for-one replacement for 
hazard trees removed that exceed eight (8) inches in diameter measured at four and one half (4.5) feet 
above the ground level.  

15.25.2. Storm-damaged trees in the shoreland zone may be removed without a permit after 
consultation with the Code Enforcement Officer if the following requirements are met:   

15.25.2.1. Within the shoreline buffer, when the removal of storm-damaged trees results in a 
cleared opening in the tree canopy greater than two hundred and fifty (250) square feet, replanting is 
not required, but the area shall be required to naturally revegetate, and the following requirements 
must be met:  

15.25.2.1.1. The area from which a storm-damaged tree is removed does not result in new lawn 
areas, or other permanently cleared areas;  

15.25.2.1.2. Stumps from the storm-damaged trees may not be removed;  



15.25.2.1.3. Limbs damaged from a storm event may be pruned even if they extend beyond the 
bottom one-third (1/3) of the tree; and  

15.25.2.1.4. If after one (1) growing season, no natural regeneration or regrowth is present, 
replanting of native tree seedlings or saplings is required at a density of one (1) seedling per every eighty 
(80) square feet of lost canopy.  

15.25.2.2. Outside of the shoreline buffer, if the removal of storm damaged trees exceeds forty 
percent (40%) of the volume of trees four (4) inches or more in diameter, measured at four and one half 
(4.5) feet above the ground level in any ten (10) year period, or results, in the aggregate, in cleared 
openings exceeding twenty-five percent (25%) of the lot area within the shoreland zone or ten thousand 
(10,000) square feet, whichever is greater, and no natural regeneration occurs within one growing 
season, then native tree seedlings or saplings shall be replanted on a one-for-one basis. 


