BROWNTAIL MOTH INFESTATION

MAY — AUGUST CONTROL STEPS

HAIRS ARE ALL AROUND YOU

CAUTION: HAIRS ARE TOXIC
» HAIRS ARE ON CATERPILLARS, CAST SKINS AND COCOONS
* HAIRS ARE MICROSCOPIC AND CAN BLOW AROUND
* HAIRS CAN STAY TOXIC FOR 1 TO 3 YEARS

* HAIRS MAY CAUSE RASH OR RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO PROTECTYOURSELF

* AVOID PLACES HEAVILY INFESTED WITH CATERPILLARS

* WEAR PROTECTIVE CLOTHING, GLOVES, GOGGLES, AND MASK

« Do YARD WORK IN DAMP WEATHER — OR SPRAY WORKING AREA
« USE DUCT TAPE TOPULL HAIRS OFF EXPOSED SKIN

* TAKE A COOL SHOWER AND WASH CLOTHESAFTER CONTACT

« DRY LAUNDRY INSIDE DURING SUMMER MONTHS

« USE CAUTION CLEANING DEBRIS LEFT BY CATERPILLARS

* CONSULT YOUR PHYSICIAN IF YOU DEVELOP A SEVERE REACTION

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO CONTROL THE MOTH
* CLIP LOW NESTS - DROP IN SOAPY WATER

* HOSE DOWN CATERPILLARS FROM EAVES, WALLS AND DECKS
* VACUUM USING HEPA FILTER - DOUBLE BAG AND DISPOSE IN TRASH

SEE ToOwN WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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BROWNTAIL MOTH TIPS

AUTUMN & WINTER

CAUTION: HAIRS CAN STAYTOXICFORUPTOQ 3 YEARS
EVENAFTER CATERPILLARS AREGONE

« Small white moths lay eggsin August. Larvae skeletonize leaves
then use to build their nests.

« Caterpillars overwinter within the 2 - 5 inch tightly woven silken
webs. Webs are attached to the tips of branches.

« Afterleaf drop, nests are visible on the tops of trees and will most
often be seen on oak, and apple trees.

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO CONTROL THE MOTH?

* ReEMEMBER: Winteris the besttime for control.
« Clip as many nests as possible.

* Dropin scapy water.

+ Double bag and dispose in trash.

« Call an arborist for control of nests above reach.

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO PROTECTYOURSELF?

« Hairs can remain toxic for up to THREE years.

« While the problemis worse from May through July, hairs may
cause a reaction at other times of the year.

« Autumn winds or activities such as mowing, or leaf-blowing can
stir up hairs leading tc a reaction.

« Wear protective clothing and work in damp, windless weather if
possible.

* Arash or trouble breathing can last anywhere from a few hours
to several weeks. Itis caused by both a chemical reactionto a
toxin in the hairs and physical irritation fromthe barbed hairs.
Contact your physician if a reactionis severe.
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