
THE HIT LIST

Harpswell Code Enforcement Officer’s
Top 6 reasons for Failed Certificate Of Occupancy Inspections
READ AND UNDERSTAND THE ENTIRE PERMIT AND APPLICATION

1) Radon.  Harpswell requires a passive radon mitigation system to be installed in all new home construction.  Follow-on testing will be required.  If the test fails, an active radon fan must be installed.   This is the number one reason for a delayed Certificate.    

2) Stairs-Handrails.  Grasp-able handrails must be 34-38 inches above the tread and must be     11/4 – 2 3/4 inches in width.  They must be continuous throughout the entire length of the stairs.
3) Stairs- Risers.  More than 4 steps require risers.  The Riser must not allow an opening 4 inches or greater.
4) Guard Rails.  Installed on walking surfaces and stairs 30 inches or more above grade.   Must be 36 inches high.  They must not allow an opening of 4 inches or greater.


5) Window Fall Restraint Devices.  If a window is 5 feet above outside grade, it must be 2 feet above the floor inside.  If not, a fall restraint device must be installed on the window limiting opening to 4 inches before overriding the device.
6) Dishwasher.  Airgap.  An airgap is required on all dishwasher installations.
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