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PAPER ROADS IN WHICH THE TOWN OF HARPSWELL
 WILL RETAIN ITS RIGHT UNTIL 2037

Background

A “paper street” or “paper road” is a street/road shown on a recorded subdivision plan that has not been constructed or used as a way, has not been vacated, and has not been accepted by the Town as a public, utility or recreational easement.  In the 1990s, the Maine Legislature passed legislation to try to clarify the status of paper streets/roads.  The provisions are codified in Title 23, Sections 3032 and 3033.  Section 3032 provides that a paper street/road is deemed to have been vacated as of September 29, 1997 unless the Town extended that deadline for twenty years for specified paper roads by a filing in the registry of deeds.  In 1997 the Town did extend the time limit for a number of paper roads listed on the attached filing (see Table 3).  Section 3032 allows the Town to extend that time limit for an additional twenty years by recording an updated list in the registry of deeds by September 29, 2017.

Section 3033 establishes a process whereby any property owner can claim ownership of all or a portion of the paper road that has been vacated in accordance with Section 3032.  Section 3033 sets up a process where the person claiming ownership files a notice in the registry of deeds and notifies the owners of lots in the subdivision as well as any mortgagees of the claim of ownership. These lot owners are given one year to contest the claim of ownership through procedures established in the state law.

Existing Rights in Paper Roads

The following sections provide an overview of the possible rights of various parties in the paper roads included on the 1997 filing.  The Town’s legal counsel has cautioned that any rights in these paper roads are dependent on the specific circumstances of each situation.

A. TOWN/PUBLIC RIGHTS IN PAPER ROADS
The only right the Town, and thus the public, has in the paper roads included on the list filed in the registry in 1997 is the right of incipient dedication.  This means that the Town has the right to accept the paper road as a public road or to accept something like a utility or recreational easement in the paper road.  Until the Town accepts those rights, the public has no right to use the paper road unless rights have been obtained in a different way. 

The retention of the Town’s right of incipient dedication does impact property owners in the subdivision.  While the Town’s right of incipient dedication remains in effect, the owners of lots adjacent to the paper road cannot claim ownership of the paper road right-of-way or make use of it for private purposes.

B. SUBDIVISION LOT OWNERS RIGHTS IN PAPER ROADS
The owners of the lots in the subdivision where a paper road is located may have some rights to use the right-of-way of a paper road.  These rights are dependent on when the subdivision plan was recorded and the specifics of the situation.  Allowing a paper road to be vacated under Section 3032 does not directly impact the rights these lot owners may have to use the paper road.  Section 3033 does however establish a formal process for property owners to make a claim of ownership for all or a portion of the paper road once it has been vacated.  It has been suggested to the Planning Board that allowing the vacation of paper roads could make it more difficult for other lot owners to maintain their rights in a paper road.

Review Process

The Board of Selectmen requested that the Planning Board review the 1997 list of paper roads and make a recommendation to the Board as to whether any of those paper roads should not be allowed to be vacated and the Town’s rights extended for another twenty years.  The Planning Board reviewed the list of paper roads and prepared recommendations as to the paper roads in which the Town should retain its rights until 2037.  The Board of Selectmen reviewed the Planning Board’s recommendations and requested that the Marine Resources Committee review those recommendations.  The Marine Resources Committee recommended that the Town retain its rights in any paper road that provides access to the water.  The Board of Selectmen reviewed the Planning Board’s recommendations in light of the Marine Resources Committee’s recommendation and developed the final list of paper roads in which the Town will retain its rights until 2037.

A. PAPER ROADS TO BE RETAINED
The Board of Selectmen voted to retain the Town’s rights in the paper roads from the 1997 list shown on Table 1 for an additional twenty years by including them on an updated list of paper roads to be filed in the Registry of Deeds.  The map and lot numbers in the following descriptions refer to the current tax map numbers.  The map and lot references from the old tax mapping system in effect in 1997 are shown in parenthesis.  Maps showing the location of each of these paper roads are included in Appendix A.

TABLE 1
PAPER ROADS TO BE RETAINED

	Tax Map
	Subdivision
	CCRD BK/PG
	Year
	Description

	2 (U-3)
	Abbott/Storer
	83/8
	1969
	R-O-W between lots 32 (7) & 36 (8) at the end of Barnes Point Road

	14 (U-15)
	Stover’s Wharf
	121/30
	
	R-O-W between lots 142 & 144 (25 & 26)

	15 (U-16)
	Bayview Shores 
	17/57
	
	R-O-W between lots 121 &123 (34 & 40)

	15 (U-16)
	Bayview Shores 
	17/57
	
	R-O-W between lots 117 &119 (32 & 33) – extension of King Moody Road

	16 (U-20)
	Stover’s Point
	24/19
	
	R-O-W between lots 190 & 192 (71 & 72) off Eider Road

	16 (U-20)
	Stover’s Point
	24/19
	
	R-O-W along lots 411, 402, 414, & 416 and lots 420, 422 & 424 (57, 58, 60,61, and through lot 62)

	16 (U-20)
	Stover’s Point
	24/19
	
	R-O-W between lots 386 & 394 (20 & 21) 

	19 (U-23) 
	Seaside
	4/1
	
	R-O-W between lots 109 & 111 (49 & 50) at the end of Evergreen Avenue – approximately fifty (50) feet

	19 (U-23) 
	Seaside
	4/1
	
	R-O-W of Hurricane Ridge Road (Woodlawn Avenue) – approximately three hundred (300) feet 

	23 (U-29)
	Oceanside
	19/20
	
	Paper road at the end of Oceanside Road extending approximately 35’ into Lot 243 and the R-O-W to the shoreline

	24(U-29)
	Oceanside
	19/20
	
	Oceanside Court extending to the R-O-W between lots 98 & 100 and the R-O-W to the shoreline

	27 (U-32)
	Skofield/Towsend
	8/107
	
	R-O-W between lots 91 & 93 (83 & 45)

	27 (U-32)
	Skofield/Towsend
	8/107
	
	R-O-W between lots 105 & 107 (34 & 35)

	27 & 28 (U-32)
	T-Ledge/Wagner
	126/16
	
	R-O-W between lot 26 on map 28 & lot 3 on map 27 (78D & 85)

	30 (U-33)
	Hemkes/Purinton Point
	93/55
	
	R-O-W between lots 16 & 18 (84 & 91)

	32 (U-36)
	MRA Corporation
	128/63
	
	R-O-W between lots 20 & 22 (30 & 31C)

	32 (U-36)
	MRA Corporation
	128/63
	
	R-O-W between lots 28 & 52 (27A & 29)

	51 (R-14)
	Indian Point Terrace
	107/29
	
	Walking R-O-W between lots 83 & 85 (35C & 163) at the end of Indian Point Terrace – approximately two hundred (200) feet

	51 (R-14)
	Eggemoggin Road
	89/28
	
	Walking R-O-W between lots 151 & 153 (17 & 82) off Eggemoggin Road at Aucocisco Road 

	54 (U-44)
	Harpswell-by-the -Sea
	54/10 & 55/54
	
	R-O-W between lots 40 & 42 (85 & 87) – approximately one hundred seventy-five (175) feet – the extension of Cross Road off Brickyard Cove Road




B. PAPER ROADS TO BE ALLOWED TO BE VACATED
The Board of Selectmen did not extend the Town’s rights in the paper roads from the 1997 list shown on Table 2 for an additional twenty years.  Therefore these roads were not included on the updated list of paper roads to be filed in the Registry of Deeds.  The map and lot numbers in the following descriptions refer to the current tax map numbers.  The map and lot references from the old tax mapping system in effect in 1997 are shown in parenthesis.  Maps showing the location of each of these paper roads are included in Appendix B.

TABLE 2
PAPER ROADS TO BE ALLOWED TO BE VACATED

	Tax Map
	Subdivision
	CCRD BK/PG
	Year
	Description

	3 (U-4)
	Dr. Clement Wilson
	31/29
	1945
	R-O-W through lot 89 (9 & 10)

	5 (R-2)
	High Head Company
	70/23
	
	R-O-W for extension of High Head Road through lot 151 (4)

	10 (U-7)
	Merrimans Cove
	50/70
	1958
	R-O-W between lot 38 (40) and lots 36 & 44 (10 & 11)

	12 (U-11)
	Sunset Cove
	125/79
	
	R-O-W through lot 20 (2)at end of Ocean View Terrace

	13 (U-12)
	Edgewater Colony 
	18/30
	
	R-O-W between lots 117 & 118 (42 & 43) and lots 113 &115 (40 & 41) at the end of Deep Water Run

	13 (U-13)
	Edgewater Colony
	18/30
	
	R-O-W on south side of lot 151 (60) at the end of Cove Side Drive

	15 (U-16)
	Bayview Shores 
	17/57
	
	R-O-W between lots 105 & 107 (12 & 27)

	16 (U-19)
	Alvah Thomas
	
	
	R-O-W to cemetery between lots 98 & 100 (2 & 53)

	19 (U-23)
	Seaside
	4/1
	
	R-O-W between lot 119 & lots 121, 115, & 117 from Hurricane Ridge Road (Woodlawn) to Evergreen Avenue

	20 (U-25)
	Lester Goodman
	133/38
	
	R-O-W between lots 74 & 76 (9 & 9A) 

	20 (U-25)
	White Sails Road
	
	
	R-O-W between lots 16 & 18 (19 & 27)

	22 (U-27)
	Bruce Allen/Abner Point
	
	
	Walking R-O-W between lot 36 & lots 38 & 38-1 (31A & 31B) and over lots 42 & 44 (31)

	23 (U-29)
	Sea Mist Lane
	35/46
	
	R-O-W between lots 221 & 223 (72 & 73)

	23 (U-29)
	Sea Mist Lane
	35/46
	
	R-O-W between lots 219 & 221 (73 & 74) and lots 215 & 217 (75 & 64A) and through lot 219 (70)

	23 & 24
(U-29)
	Oceanside
	19/20
	
	Paper roads at the end of Oceanside Road

	24 (U-29)
	Industrial Realty
	66/1
	
	R-O-W between lots 32 & 34 (160A & 176A)

	28 (U-33)
	Philip Sumner
	158/58
	
	R-O-W between lots 82 & 84 (64 & 83)

	34 (R-12)
	Robert Griffin
	88/38
	
	R-O-W of Stone Pillar Lane – Lots 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, & 32 (170, 171, 238, 23, 195, 21, & 202)




Table 3
1997 List of Paper Roads Retained by the Town

	AREA
	TAX MAP
	SUBDIVISION NAME
	CCRD BK/PG
	YEAR
	DESCRIPTION

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Harpswell Neck North
	U-3
	Abbott/Storer
	83/8
	1969
	Extend ROW between lots 7 & 8 - Access to Water

	Harpswell Neck North
	U-4
	Dr. Clement Wilson
	31/29
	1945
	Extend ROWs between Lots 9 & 10 and North of Lot 10

	
	
	
	
	
	Access to Water

	Harpswell Neck North
	U-7
	Merrimans Cove
	50/70
	1958
	Extend 40 ft. ROW between Lots 40 & 14, 15 at the 

	
	
	(formerly the Beeches)
	
	
	request of owner Mr. Davis

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Harpswell Neck South
	U-11
	Sunset Cove 
	125/39
	
	Keep ROW Edgewater Colony through Lot 2

	
	
	
	125/79
	
	

	Harpswell Neck South
	U-12
	Edgewater Colony
	18/30
	
	Keep ROWs to Edgewater Colony and Birchmere Subdiv.

	
	
	
	
	
	between lots 42 & 43 on the east side and lots 40 & 41

	
	
	
	
	
	on the west side approximately 75 feet

	Harpswell Neck South
	U-12
	Birchmere
	18/30
	
	Keep ROW to Edgewater Colony south of lot 60 

	
	
	
	
	
	approximately 100 feet

	Harpswell Neck South
	U-15
	Stover's Wharf 
	121/30
	
	Keep Grassy ROW to Harpswell Harbor between lots 25 & 26

	Harpswell Neck South
	U-16
	Bayview Shores
	17/57
	
	Keep ROW between lots 34 & 49, ROW between lots 32 & 33

	
	
	
	
	
	and ROW between lots 12 & 27 - All lead to the water

	Harpswell Neck South
	U-19
	Alvah Thomas
	46/40
	
	Keep ROW to cemetary between lots 3 & 53

	Harpswell Neck South
	U-20
	Stover's Point 
	24 or 33/1A
	
	Keep ROW to Harpswell Harbor between lots 70 & 71

	
	
	
	
	
	Keep two ROWs running south from Swett Road to Lot 62

	
	
	
	
	
	Keep ROW running northwest along the boundaries of Lots 58, 60,

	
	
	
	
	
	61, 57 and through lot 62

	
	
	
	
	
	Keep ROW to shore between lots 20 & 21

	Harpswell Neck South
	U-23
	Seaside
	4/1
	
	Keep aproximately 50' at the southeast end of Evergreen Ave

	
	
	
	
	
	between lots 49 & 50

	
	
	
	
	
	Keep approximately 300' of Woodlawn Avenue Southeast of

	
	
	
	
	
	Hurricane Ridge Road

	
	
	
	
	
	Keep ROW running southwest from the corner of Hurricane

	
	
	
	
	
	Ridge and Woodlawn Avenue to Evergreen Avenue between lot

	
	
	
	
	
	47 & lots 44, 45, 48 (not shown on tax map)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Great Island
	U-44
	Harpswell-by-the-Sea
	54/10 & 55/54
	
	Running to shore approximatley 175' between lots 85 & 87

	Great Island
	R-14
	Indian Point Terrace
	107/29
	
	"Walking" right-of-way 200' to shore between lots 35C & 163

	Great Island
	R-14
	Eggemoggin Road
	89/28
	
	"Walking" right-of-way to shore at Eggemoggin Road between

	
	
	
	
	
	lots 17 & 82

	
	
	
	
	
	

	AREA
	TAX MAP
	SUBDIVISION NAME
	CCRD BK/PG
	YEAR
	DESCRIPTION

	Orr's Island
	U-33
	Hemkes/Purinton Point
	93/55
	
	Keep ROW of 110' long between lots 84 & 91 -Access to water

	Orr's Island
	U-36
	Fides/Bangs
	66/10
	
	Keep ROW 20' to wharf - lots 30, 31C, 29, 27A

	Orr's Island
	U-32
	Skofield/Towsend
	8/107
	
	Retain ROW to water between lots 83 & 45, and lots 34, 35;

	
	
	
	
	
	approximately 160' long and 100' long respectively

	Orr's Island
	U-33
	Philip Sumner 
	158/58
	
	Paper Road Not improved between lots 64 & 83, approx. 237' long

	Orr's Island
	U-36
	MRA Corporation
	128/63
	
	Walking ROWs to water runing approx. 160' between lots 30 & 31C

	
	
	Fides/Bang
	66/10
	
	and lots 29 & 27A

	Orr's Island
	U-32
	T-Ledge/Wagner
	126/16
	
	18' ROW to water runnig 220' between lots 78D & 85

	Orr's Island
	R-12
	Robert Griffin
	88/38
	
	Retain ROW serving lots 170, 171, 238, 23, 195, 21, & 202

	Orr's Island
	R-2
	High Head Company
	70/23
	
	Retain extension of High Head Road ROW through lot 4, + 400'

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bailey Island
	U-25
	Lester Goodman
	133/38
	
	"Walking" ROW to shore at end of road running northerly off Route

	
	
	
	
	
	24 through lot 9A

	Bailey Island
	U-27
	Bruce Allen/Abner Pt.
	124/60
	
	"Walking" ROW on Abner Point off Mackerel Cove Road on

	
	
	
	
	
	northerly (377') and southerly sides (200') to shore between lots

	
	
	
	
	
	31A & 31B and over lot 31

	Bailey Island
	U-29
	Sea Mist Lane
	35/46
	
	Paper road running 100' westerly between lots 72 & 73 off Sea Mist

	Bailey Island
	U-29
	Sea Mist Lane
	35/46
	
	Paper road running approximatley 200' northerly then 200' westerly

	
	
	
	
	
	between lots 73, 75, 74, 64A and over lot 70 off Sea Mist Lane

	Bailey Island
	U-29
	Oceanside
	19/20
	
	Paper Roads running northeasterly and southwesterly and "Walking"

	
	
	
	
	
	ROW to shore, all located at south end of Oceanside Road 

	Bailey Island
	U-29
	Industrial Realty
	66/1
	
	Paper Road running westerly off Rotue 24 between lots 160A & 176A

	
	
	
	
	
	approximately 150'

	Bailey Island
	U-25
	White Sails Road
	
	
	Approximately 195' ROW northerly to shore at end of White Sails

	
	
	
	
	
	Road between lots 19 & 27

	
	
	
	
	
	










Appendix A
Maps Showing the Locations of Paper Roads to be Retained


Tax Map 2
Abbott/Storer - Barnes Point Road
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Tax Map 14
Stover’s Wharf
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Tax Map 15
Bayview Shores
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Tax Map 16
Stover’s Point
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Tax Map 16
Stover’s Point
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Tax Map 19
Seaside
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Tax Map 23
Oceanside
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Tax Map 24
Oceanside Court
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Tax Map 27
Knob Hill & Goodwin Lane
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Tax Maps 27 & 28
T-Ledge
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Tax Map 30
Purinton Point
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Tax Map 32
Bangs Shore Road
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Tax Map 51
Indian Point Terrace and Eggemoggin Road
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Tax Map 54
Harpswell-by-the –Sea
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Appendix B
Maps Showing the Locations of Paper Roads to be Vacated


Tax Map 3
Hildreth Road
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Tax Map 5
High Head
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Tax Map 10
Merriman’s Cove
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Tax Map 12
Sunset Cove
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Tax Map 13
Edgewater Colony
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Tax Map 15
Bayview Shores
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Tax Map 16
Cemetery R-O-W
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Tax Map 19
Seaside
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Tax Map 20
Goodman & White Sails
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Tax Map 22
Abner Point
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Tax Map 23
Sea Mist Lane & Oceanside
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Tax Map 24
Oceanside and Oceanside Court
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Tax Map 24
Ocean View Drive
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Tax Map 28
Summer
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Tax Map 34
Stone Pillar Lane
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