RSN Town of Harpswell

(\'::E“B P.O. Box 39
S Harpswell, ME 04079

Minutes, Recycling Committee Meeting December 20, 2017

Attendees: Chuck Perow, Mgr, A Dennis Moore Recycling Center, Michael McCabe,
Philip Conner, George Barker, Jeff Stann members.

Meeting called to order at 5:10 PM

Old Business:

Election of Officers:

Nominations were made and Philip Connor was elected Chair of the Committee for the
coming year. Mike McCabe will turn over past records and also maintain membership in the
committee.

Schedule of Articles for the Anchor

January: An article on recycling Christmas wrappings, trees and wreaths was sent to the
Anchor in late December for January Publication

February: A suggestion was made an article be written about the availability of sand at
the Transfer Station. Chuck Perow noted the Recycling page on the Town Web Site is updated
to reflect some of this information.

March and forward: Articles need to be determined and authorship assigned.

New Business:

Jeff Stann discussed his investigations of the wildflower mix used on the capped landfill
at the Transfer Station. He ascertained the mix did not include key flower seeds for the feeding
of Monarch Butterflies; one of our key objectives. The committee had relied on input from the
originators of the project at the Oakland, ME landfill. Also our initial mix had been approved by
the Maine DEP.

The question has become how to augment the existing flower seed mix with other wild flower
seeds that will attract and promote Monarch feeding and breeding. A key element missing in the
mix has been the absence of milkweed. Jeff noted he had some milk wood seed he could donate.
Also George Barker has been in touch with a Harpswell resident, Jaremy Lynch, who has been
growing and harvesting milkweed for their seeds. The committee will reach out to Jaremy to
enlist his help in this area.
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Jeff will continue his research with seed companies to determine what might be the best
solution and report back to the committee accordingly. He will also keep the chair apprised of
his work so we have a written record of his research and recommendations.

We still have additional land that could be incorporated in the wild flower area and there is also
the possibility of over seeding the existing bed.

Chuck noted there are limited funds in the budget for continuing work on this project. He also
noted the DEP has been making spot visits to the Transfer Station and pulling plants to
determine the root depth on what we have already planted.

Chuck also noted the field must be mowed by November which it was this year. DEP mandates
when these fields must be mowed. He also told the committee he will be more aggressive in

managing the resource used for that service.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael R. McCabe
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