Stormwater Management

The Solution to Stormwater Pollution

As stormwater flows over driveways, lawns, and sidewalks, it picks up debris, chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants. Stormwater can flow into a storm sewer system or directly to a lake, stream, river, wetland, or coastal water. Anything that enters a storm sewer system is discharged untreated into the waterbodies we use for swimming, fishing, and providing drinking water. Polluted runoff is the nation’s greatest threat to clean water. By practicing healthy household habits, homeowners can keep common pollutants like pesticides, pet waste, grass clippings, and automotive fluids off the ground and out of stormwater. Adopt these healthy household habits and help protect lakes, streams, rivers, wetlands, and coastal waters. Remember to share the habits with your neighbors!

For more information, visit:
· EPA Stormwater Program Information
· EPA's Stormwater Toolbox of Educational Materials
· www.epa.gov
· Center for Watershed Protection
Businesses also need to be aware that things they do or products they use in their daily operations can enter the stormwater system and effect our water sources. Runoff from construction sites, spills at fueling areas and chemicals used to keep outdoor areas clean can be picked up by rainwater and wisked into the storm sewer system. Visit the National Menu of Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs) site to learn what stormwater practices are required by law and what businesses can do help keep pollutants out of the stormwater system.

Vehicle wastes are among the many common stormwater pollutants that can degrade water quality. Stormwater runoff from vehicle maintenance and repair wastes has been found to contain high concentrations of metals, organics, oil and grease. When these wastes wash into our waters they can kill aquatic organisms. Metals such as chromium, cadmium, lead, and zinc have the potential to contaminate drinking water supplies as well as bioaccumulate in aquatic life. Organics such as engine degreasers, cleaners, and other solvents can also degrade water quality.

Examples of Stormwater Pollution
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Stormwater Pollutants include sediment, sand, cigarettes, litter, cooking oil and grease, paint, automobile fluids, yard wastes, pet waste, pesticides, and fertilizers.
Stormwater Management Informative Brochures and Documents to Download

· A Homeowner's Guide to Stormwater Management (32 page(s) 1790 KB)

· After the Storm (1 page(s) 506 KB)

· Stormwater and the Construction Industry Poster (1 page(s) 644 KB)

· Stormwater BMP's for Vehicle Service Facilities (15 page(s) 40 KB)

· What the Construction Industry Should Know About Stormwater In Our Community (1 page(s) 58 KB)

· When It Rains, It Drains (1 page(s) 1125 KB)

Additional information specific to the construction industry can be found at the Construction Industry Compliance Assistance Site. Information specific to the automotive recycling industry can be found at Enviromental Compliance for Automotive Recyclers.

Remember: Only rain down the drain! 

