How Can We Be
WaterWise™?

Harpswell Conservation Commission
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Why are
we SO
Interested
In water?
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To replenish our
groundwater
supply and
protect the
marine
environment
from runoff, keep
precipitation
on your land !

Lee Mcllvaine photo



To be WaterWise,
use a two-pronged
approach!

-Protect and increase
infiltration of precipitation into
the ground

-Reduce water use

Gina Snyder photo
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Relationship between impervious surface and surface runoff
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Relationship between impervious surface and surface runoff
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Relationship between impervious surface and surface runoff
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i-Tree Design v7.o 38 Grassy rd, orr's 1siand, ME 04066, USA

Energy Alr Quality Carbon Dioxide

How
could
planting
help
you?

Estimated benefits of this
single 12-inch white pine, this
year:

-Interception of 1,601 gallons of
rain: therefore, less erosion

-Reduction of stormwater
runoff by 26 gallons

RGNl B L D) IS VL OTER CETA LT E VR Current Year (2023)
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Where have
you seen rain
gardens in
Harpswell?

Rain Gardens are shallow depressions filled with an engineered soil mix that supports vegetative growth. They are usually used on
individual home iots to capture roof runoff.

Typical soil depths range from 6 to 18 inches
The Capture Ratio is the ratio of the rain garden's area to the impervious area that drains onto It

Learn More

Ponding Height: b 3 n
Soil Media @ 12 in.
Thics . <

Soil Media @ 10 in/he

Conductivity:
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Runoff transfers
energy that
erodes.
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An original
Harpswell
cistern

Two Coves Farm

Mary Ann Nahf photo



100 year old
cistern removed
from a basement
of a Long Point
Road home
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Future
Harpswell
rain
barrell
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\eIEPA National Stormwater Calculator

LID Controls
Directions >

Enter the percentage of your site's impervious
area you would like to be treated by the listed
LID Controls.

Click a practice to learn more about it or to
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To be WaterWise,
use a two-
pronged
approach!

-Protect and increase
infiltration of precipitation
Into the ground

-Reduce water use

Gina Snyder photo



How can
you use
less
water?

Nancy West photo



How could
you

anticipate
a looming
problem?

Brumbly pumps
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=WXOWgXAOsAS8

University of Arizona Extension
Water Well Sounder



WaterWise handouts and Town ordinances can help you make building and
landscaping decisions.

Available at:

https://www.harpswell.maine.gov/Ordinances
Basic Land Use

Site Plan Review - amended in 2021
Shoreland Zoning

Outdoor Pesticides Control and Fertilizer Use

Get help with you questions at:
Conservation@town.harpswell. maine.us



https://www.harpswell.maine.gov/vertical/sites/%7B3F690C92-5208-4D62-BAFB-2559293F6CAE%7D/uploads/Basic_Land_Use_Ordinance_2022.pdf
https://www.harpswell.maine.gov/vertical/sites/%7B3F690C92-5208-4D62-BAFB-2559293F6CAE%7D/uploads/site_plan_06.08.21.pdf
https://www.harpswell.maine.gov/vertical/sites/%7B3F690C92-5208-4D62-BAFB-2559293F6CAE%7D/uploads/SLZ_June_8_2021.pdf
https://www.harpswell.maine.gov/vertical/sites/%7B3F690C92-5208-4D62-BAFB-2559293F6CAE%7D/uploads/outdoor_pesticides03.10.18.pdf
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